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Gather ’round, ye scurvy mates,
I’m signing on a crew.

You there! Can ye tie a knot?
Ye’ll do.

Poetry • Hardcover • 11 x 11 • 48 pages • 978-1-59078-455-6 • $17.95

Texas Bluebonnet Award 
2010–2011 Master List

Pirates
David L. Harrison

Illustrated by Dan Burr

“Large realistic paintings work with 20 narrative poems to describe the nitty-gritty 
details of pirate life. . . . Burr’s illustrations do a fine job of conveying the emotions 
of each poem and of showing the details of dress and shipboard life. An afterword 
further explains the unromantic world of piracy. This is a good choice for reading 
aloud in classrooms studying the topic, or for children interested in the real world of 
pirates.” —School Library Journal

“As Burr’s deeply realistic and heavily detailed paintings soon attest, piracy makes for 
exciting subject matter. Twenty poems in this collection detail every aspect of those 
scurvy lads’ lives. . . . Child readers will come for the subject matter, and they’ll stay 
for the lush art.” —Kirkus Reviews
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Cover illustration by Floyd Cooper from A Beach Tail by Karen Lynn Williams.
Cover illustration ©2010 by Floyd Cooper
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Revealing stories from America’s past

For Liberty
The Story of  
the Boston Massacre
Timothy Decker

Graphic Fiction
Ages 9–11
Hardcover
$17.95 • 40 pages
978-1-59078-608-6

In Boston, on March 5, 
1770, a British private 

was harassed by street toughs. Up from the docks 
came sailors and ruffians armed with clubs and 
cutlasses. Soldiers from the British 29th Regiment  
came to disperse the mob. What happened next is 
known as the Boston Massacre. Author-illustrator 
Timothy Decker describes the violent confrontation 
between Boston’s angry colonists and soldiers. 

“In a few lines of terse prose illustrated with densely 
hatched black-and-white pictures, Decker lays out 
the causes of the tension between Bostonians and 
British troops, and then delivers a blow-by-blow 
account of events on that March night and the 
ensuing trials.”—Kirkus Reviews

Noah Webster
Weaver of Words
Pegi Deitz Shea
illustrated by  
Monica Vachula

Nonfiction/Biography
Ages 8 and up
Hardcover 
$18.95 • 40 pages 
978-1-59078-441-9

A Junior Library Guild Selection 

Most readers know him for his dictionaries. But 
Noah Webster was also the driving force behind 
universal education for all citizens, including slaves, 
females, and adult learners. A lawyer and abolitionist, 
he created the country’s first insurance company, 
established America’s first copyright law, published 
New York City’s first daily newspaper, and became 
America’s first multimillion best-selling author.

Upon Secrecy
Selene Castrovilla
illustrated by Jeff Crosby and 
Shelly Ann Jackson

Historical Fiction
Ages 8 and up 
Hardcover  
$17.95 • 32 pages 
978-1-59078-573-7

In 1780 France entered the 
American Revolution. A 
French fleet was bringing 

crucial aid to the patriots. Did the British know? 
Would they intercept? George Washington needed 
answers—fast. To get them, he turned to his most 
trusted spies. Upon Secrecy follows the Culper Spy 
Ring on their most daring and important mission. 
Washington couldn’t outfight the British. Could he 
outspy them?

Camping with  
the President
Ginger Wadsworth
illustrated by Karen Dugan

Historical Fiction
Ages 8 and up 
Hardcover 
$16.95 • 32 pages 
978-1-59078-497-6

In May 1903 President 
Theodore Roosevelt 

dismissed his Secret Service men to go camping 
with John Muir, the world-famous naturalist. In 
California’s Yosemite National Park, the two men 
talked about birds, giant sequoia trees, glaciers, and 
the importance of preserving wilderness for future 
generations. Setting aside new national parks became 
one of the cornerstones of Roosevelt’s presidency 
and was a direct result of this camping trip. 

“Students and educators alike will find this an 
informative and enjoyable introduction to two of 
America’s early environmental champions and to the 
early history of our national parks.” —Booklist



SUZANNE BLOOM  What About Bear?

9

is the winner of a Theodor Seuss Geisel Honor 
for A Splendid Friend, Indeed. She is the author 
and illustrator of many books for children. She 
lives with her family in McDonough, New York.

SUZANNE BLOOM

What About Bear?
Suzanne Bloom

Boyds Mills Press

Picture book
32 pages
Full-color illustrations
8.5 x 11 inches
Ages 2–5
Preprinted hardcover with jacket
978-1-59078-528-7
$16.95

MARCH

ALSO BY SUZANNE BLOOM
A Splendid Friend, Indeed

Theodor Seuss Geisel Honor
H”A more perfect union between giggle-inducing 
but reassuring images and a text of very few words is 
hard to conjure.” 
—Kirkus Reviews

Hardcover • 978-1-59078-286-6 • $15.95

Treasure

“An endearing treat for storytimes.”  
—School Library Journal

Hardcover • 978-1-59078-457-0 • $15.95

Who will fix the friendship? It’s playtime and Bear 
and Goose are having fun. Then Little Fox joins in 
and somebody gets left out. Sound familiar? The 
dilemma of choosing one friend over another is one of 
childhood’s classic problems. Someone’s feelings are 
bound to get hurt. But as this gentle story shows, the 
solution lies in including friends, not excluding them. 
As in her previous Bear and Goose stories, Suzanne 
Bloom’s latest book deals with a familiar aspect of 
friendship: being left out.

“Lovable odd couples are a staple of children’s books 

on friendship, and Bloom’s Bear and Goose are 

among the most memorable.” 

—School Library Journal

PAT BRISSON  Sometimes We Were Brave

8

Bravery has many meanings. Jerome’s mom is 
a sailor. When her ship is in home port, she and 
Jerome bake cookies, read books together, and 
take their dog, Duffy, for walks. When his mom’s 
ship goes to sea, she gives Jerome a hug and says, 
“Be brave, Jerome. I’ll be back as soon as I can.” 
Jerome doesn’t feel brave at all. But he does what 
he needs to do every day—goes to school, helps 
his dad with chores, and takes care of Duffy. Then 
one day he learns that bravery means something 
very different than he thought it did. Pat Brisson’s 
endearing story, lovingly illustrated by France 
Brassard, shows how a Navy family adjusts to life 
while mom is serving at sea.

is a winner of a 
Christopher Award  
for The Summer My 
Father Was Ten and  
has written a number  

of books for children. She lives in 
Phillipsburg, New Jersey.

PAT BRISSON

SOMETIMES WE WERE BRAVE
Pat Brisson

illustrated by France Brassard

Boyds Mills Press

Picture book
32 pages

Full-color illustrations
9 x 9 inches

Ages 5–7
Preprinted hardcover with jacket

978-1-59078-586-7
$16.95

february

illustrations have appeared on 
book jackets, posters, greeting 
cards, and in picture books 
published in Canada, the United 
States, and Europe. She lives in 

St-Armand, Quebec, Canada.

FRANCE BRASSARD’sALSO BY PAT BRISSON
Melissa Parkington’s Beautiful, 
Beautiful Hair

Hardcover 
978-1-59078-409-9 

 $15.95

Paterson Prize for Books 
for Young People, Special 
Recognition

“Melissa is a memorable 
character who inspires us 
to look beyond outward 

appearances and search for the beauty inside.”  
—The Reading Teacher



René COLATO LAÍNEZ  My Shoes and I

11

is the Salvadoran award-winning author of 
many children’s books. In 1985, René, his shoes, 
and his father left El Salvador to come to the 
United States. Now, René lives in Los Angeles, 
California, where he is a teacher.

RENÉ COLATO LAÍNEZ

MY SHOES AND I
René Colato Laínez
illustrated by  
Fabricio Vanden Broeck

Boyds Mills Press

Picture book
32 pages
Full-color illustrations
9 x 12 inches
Ages 7–9
Preprinted hardcover with jacket
978-1-59078-385-6
$16.95

February

A timely and inspiring story. Mario is leaving his 
home in El Salvador. With his father by his side, 
he is going north to join his mother, who lives in 
the United States. She has sent Mario a new pair of 
shoes. He will need good shoes because the journey 
north will be long and hard. He and his father will 
cross the borders of three countries. They will walk 
for miles, ride buses, climb mountains, and cross a 
river. Mario has faith in his shoes. He believes they 
will take him anywhere. On this day, they will take 
him to the United States, where his family will be 
reunited.

has illustrated a number of books for children. 
He teaches at the Universidad Autonoma 
Metropolitana in Mexico City, where he lives.

FABRICIO VANDEN BROECK

Marijke ten Cate Where Is My Sock?

10

Getting dressed can be an adventure! 
After taking a bath, a boy must put 
on his clothes—but where are they? 
Children as well as adults will recognize 
the mystery of the lost sock. Author-
illustrator Marijke ten Cate turns this 
universal theme into a lively hide-
and-seek picture book. Each colorful 
spread is full of captivating characters 
at play. Look closely, and you will see 
clothes hidden among the jumble of 
images and objects. The illustrations are 
accompanied by a simple text (“Where 
is my yellow sock?” “Where is my red 
sweater?”). The more a child looks at the 
book, the more he or she will discover.

studied at the Academy of Art 
in Kampen and is now a full-
time illustrator for magazines 
and children’s books. She lives 
in the Netherlands.

Marijke ten Cate 

Where Is My Sock?
Marijke ten Cate

Lemniscaat

Picture book
24 pages

Full-color illustrations
11 x 9 inches

Ages 2–6
Preprinted hardcover with jacket

978-1-59078-808-0
$16.95

APRIL

Also illustrated by Marijke ten Cate
Kisses
Nanda Roep
Hardcover • 978-1-886910-85-0 • $15.95

“This import could easily spark an intimate, giggle-inducing, 
parent-child bonding ritual.” —Kirkus Reviews

A Strange Day
Iris van der Heide

Hardcover 
978-1-932425-94-9 • $15.95

“Dutch artist ten Cate’s landscapes may be delicate and 
winsome, but they also brim with scenes of farce  

and slapstick.” —Publishers Weekly
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TUCKER TOOK IT!
Bruce Van Patter

Boyds Mills Press

Picture book
32 pages
Full-color illustrations
10 x 10 inches
Ages 5–7
Preprinted hardcover with jacket
978-1-59078-698-7
$16.95

FEBRUARY

bruce VAN PATTER  Tucker Took It!

loves to draw improvisational illustrations of 
stories he creates with audiences of school 
children. He’s found that the imaginations of 
kids hold many delightful surprises. He lives in 
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania.

BRUCE VAN PATTER ALSO BY BRUCE VAN PATTER
Farley Found It!
Hardcover • 978-1-59078-351-1 • $16.95

“Beautifully illustrated.”  
—The Reading Teacher

A goat has his eye on the corn. Tucker 
has a big appetite. After all, he’s a goat, and 
goats are known to eat anything. The food 
that he loves best, however, is corn. Tucker 
especially loves it when it’s picked fresh from 
the stalk. Now it’s the time of summer when 
the corn on Mrs. Zook’s farm is almost ready. 
But Tucker, who is one very hungry goat, 
can’t wait to eat any longer. That’s when the 
farm goes topsy-turvy and things suddenly 
go missing. When anything disappears, the 
animals and Mrs. Zook come to only one 
conclusion: Tucker took it!

Ingrid and Dieter Schubert Elephant Soup

12

The mouse has a favorite recipe. When a mouse 
is feeling blue, there is only one thing that can help 
perk him up—a big bowl of elephant soup. He 
doesn’t need much to make the soup—vegetables, 
salt and pepper, and an enormous pot—big enough 
to fit an elephant. The mouse can’t make the soup by 
himself. After all, he needs to capture an elephant. 
With the help of his friends, he manages to get an 
elephant in the pot. What happens next is not what 
the mouse and his friends expected. Here is the latest 
picture book from the imaginations of Ingrid and 
Dieter Schubert. With lively illustrations and a text 
that conveys an absurd sense of humor, this picture 
book is the perfect recipe for laughter.

are a husband-and-wife team who are the 
creators of many award-winning picture books 
for children. After studying art at the Academy 
of Design in Muenster and the Academy of Art 
in Dusseldorf, they moved to study at the Gerrit 

Rietveld Academy in Amsterdam, where they have lived ever since.

Ingrid and Dieter Schubert 

Elephant Soup
Ingrid and Dieter Schubert

Lemniscaat

Picture book
32 pages

Full-color illustrations
8.625 x 10.375 inches

Ages 2–6
Preprinted hardcover with jacket

978-1-59078-807-3
$17.95

APRIL

Also by Ingrid and Dieter Schubert
ophelia
Hardcover • 978-1-59078-659-8 • $16.95

“The German creators of There’s a Crocodile under 
My Bed! offer another picture book that’s sure to 
please.”  
—Booklist
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PAT SCHORIES  When Jack Goes OutPAT SCHORIES  The Jack Series

15

is the illustrator and author of Jack and the 
Missing Piece, Breakfast for Jack, Jack and the 
Night Visitors, Jack Wants a Snack, Mouse 
Around, and He’s Your Dog. She also illustrates 
the popular “Biscuit” books written by Alyssa 
Capucilli. Ms. Schories lives in Hastings-on-

Hudson, New York.

PAT SCHORIES 

WHEN JACK GOES OUT
Pat Schories

Boyds Mills Press

Picture book
32 pages
Full-color illustrations
6.5 x 8 inches
Ages 2–6
Preprinted hardcover with jacket
978-1-59078-652-9
$13.95

FEBRUARY

When the “Night Visitors” return, they want to take Jack 
home with them. Will they succeed?
The Night Visitors are back. The family doesn’t know they’ve 
come. But their dog, Jack, does. Once they land, the space 
creatures unhook Jack’s leash. They have a grand time playing 
with Jack and when it’s time to return to their ship, they try to 
take Jack with them. Fortunately, Jack’s collar is not built for 
space travel! This compelling, easy-to-follow, wordless picture 
book introduces pre-literate children to elements of story—such 
as character, setting, and action—and invites them to read the 
book on their own.

Junior Library Guild Selection

[Images: pp. 8-9, p. 12]

Sharing wordless books with children is easy! Let the kids 
lead the way. Ask them to describe what’s happening on each 
page. Wordless picture books invite you to switch roles. You be 
the listener—let your child be the reader.  

As young children read the pictures, they develop confidence 
in their ability to make sense of the printed page. They learn 
about characters, setting, and plot as they use the details in each 
illustration to tell the story.

Each book in this series provides a little more information about 
Jack and his family. In Jack and the Missing Piece, young readers 
meet Jack the dog, the boy, and the family cat. In Breakfast for 

Jack, more family members are introduced. In Jack and the Night 

Visitors, alien creatures visit. In Jack Wants a Snack, the girl in 
the family shares center stage with Jack. In the newest book, 
When Jack Goes Out, the aliens return to play with Jack. 

Young children are dependent on adults for so many things. 
Giving prereaders wordless picture books sets them free to read 
on their own. It’s a powerful start to a lifelong love of reading! 

	 —Kathleen Hayes, editor, Highlights High Five® 

Books with No Words?
What’s a Grown-Up to Do?

“Preschoolers should have no trouble 
following these wordless stories about 
a boy and his dog, Jack. Clear, inviting 
illustrations feature characters whose 
facial expressions and body language 
are easy to read. The pictures lead 
audiences through the action with 
pages that engagingly alternate 
double-page spreads, single-page 
illustrations, and pages containing two 
or three vignettes. . . . Both adults and 
children will find much to comment 
on as they look at the pictures in these 
books that offer simple, satisfying 
stories for prereaders to decode.”
     					   
		  —The Horn Book     

Jack Wants a Snack
978-1-59078-546-1

Jack and the 
Missing Piece
978-1-932425-17-8 

Jack and the 
Night Visitors
978-1-932425-33-8 

Breakfast for Jack
978-1-932425-16-1 

Picture books • Front Street • Hardcover • Preschool • $13.95 each

“Best of the Best”
—�Bank Street Children’s 

Book Committee

2 X 2 Reading List
—Texas Library Association

Junior Library Guild Selection
Best Children’s Books of the Year
—�Bank Street Children’s  

Book Committee



ROSEANNE THONG  Fly Free!

16

When you do a good deed, it will come 
back to you. Mai loves feeding the caged 
birds near the temple but dreams that one day 
she’ll see them fly free. Then she meets Thu 
and shares the joy of feeding the birds with 
her. This sets a chain of good deeds in motion 
that radiates throughout her village and 
beyond. Set in Vietnam, Roseanne Thong’s 
inspiring story is elegantly illustrated with 
watercolor on wood by Eujin Kim Neilan.

is the award-winning author of many children’s 
books, including Wish, Red Is a Dragon, and 
Round Is a Mooncake. She lives in Southern 
California.

ROSEANNE THONG 

FLY FREE!
Roseanne Thong

illustrated by Eujin Kim Neilan

Boyds Mills Press

Picture book
32 pages

Full-color illustrations
10 x 10 inches

Ages 7–9
Preprinted hardcover with jacket

978-1-59078-550-8
$17.95

JANUARY

is the illustrator of Imagine a Dragon by 
Laurence Pringle, The Best Winds by Laura E. 
Williams, and The Rabbit and the Dragon King 
and In the Moonlight Mist: A Korean Tale, both 
retold by Daniel San Souci. Born in Korea, she 

lives in Natick, Massachusetts.

EUJIN KIM NEILAN 

STEPHEN R. SWINBURNE  Whose Shoes?

17

is the author of a number of concept books, 
including Lots and Lots of Zebra Stripes: 
Patterns in Nature; What’s Opposite?; What’s 
a Pair? What’s a Dozen?; Guess Whose 
Shadow?; and What Color Is Nature? He lives 

in South Londonderry, Vermont.

STEPHEN R. SWINBURNE 

WHOSE SHOES?
A Shoe for Every Job
Stephen R. Swinburne

Boyds Mills Press

Nonfiction
32 pages
Full-color photographs
10 x 8 inches
Ages 5–7
Preprinted hardcover with jacket
978-1-59078-569-0
$16.95

FEBRUARY

What do you want to be when you 
grow up? People work in various jobs. Very 
often, clothes fit the job. The right shoes, for 
example, can make a job easier or safer. A 
nurse wouldn’t wear construction boots, and 
a construction worker wouldn’t wear ballet 
slippers. There is the right shoe for every job. 
Steve Swinburne explores various occupations 
through a simple, lively text and bright, 
colorful photographs. The book includes a 
guessing game that invites young readers to 
guess which shoe matches which job. This 
engaging book offers a unique way of asking 
children what they want to be when they 
grow up.

ALSO BY STEPHEN R. SWINBURNE
What’s Opposite?
Hardcover 
978-1-56397-881-4 • $16.95

“Colorful, entertaining photographs 
surprise the reader with their cleverly 
depicted opposites.”  
—Childhood Education
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BLACK BEAR
North America’s Bear

Stephen R. Swinburne

Boyds Mills Press

Nonfiction picture book
32 pages

Full-color photographs
10 x 8 inches

Ages 4–6
Paperback

978-1-59078-798-4
$10.95

DECEMBER

now in paperback

In this true story of bravery and 
determination, a young girl named 
Sybil Ludington risks darkness and 
danger to help the Revolutionary 
War effort. The British are invading, 
and it is up to her to muster the troops 
for defense. Karen B. Winnick skillfully 
captures the hazards of wartime, 
Sybil’s courage, and her spirited colt 
with a suspenseful account and rich 
illustrations.

“Details in the text and 
illustrations, and an archival 
map of Sybil’s route, 
reinforce this story of a little-
known historic episode. . . .” 
—Booklist

SYBIL’S NIGHT RIDE
Karen B. Winnick

Calkins Creek

Nonfiction picture book
32 pages
Full-color illustrations
11 x 8 ½
Ages 5–7
Paperback
978-1-59078-771-7
$10.95

DECEMBER

Following biologists into black bear 
habitat, Stephen R. Swinburne gives 
readers an up-close look at North 
America’s bear and its world.

 “Stunning, full-color photos and a lively 
text make for an intriguing introduction 
to these fascinating animals. . . . Written 
to enlighten children’s knowledge of the 
black bear’s world and that of those who 
study and help wildlife, this book is well 
researched and well delivered.”  
—School LIbrary Journal

KAREN B. WINNICK 
is also the author and illustrator of Lucy’s Cave, Mr. 
Lincoln’s Whiskers, and Cassie’s Sweet Berry Pie. She 
lives in California.

STEPHEN R. SWINBURNE
is the author of a number of books about wildlife, 
including Coyote: North America’s Dog and Armadillo 
Trail: The Northward Journey of the Armadillo. He lives in 
South Londonderry, Vermont.

Best Children’s Books of the Year
—Bank Street College

Los Angeles 100 Best Books, 2000

TANNIS BILL  Pika

19

was an elementary-level teacher for nineteen 
years, with special training in early childhood 
education and early-reading intervention. She  
lives in Calgary, Alberta, Canada.

TANNIS BILL

PIKA
Life in the Rocks
Tannis Bill
photographs by Jim Jacobson

Boyds Mills Press

Nonfiction
32 pages
Full-color photographs
8 x 10 inches
Ages 5–7
Preprinted hardcover with jacket
978-59078-803-5
$18.95

FEBRUARY

The pika survives where life is rocky. A male pika 
scurries across a stone pile high in the mountains. He 
nips leafy twigs off bushes and piles them in the shelter 
of a rocky den. This hamster-size cousin of the rabbit 
builds a hay pile as big as a bathtub. In the winter, he 
feeds on his hay pile, tunnels through the snow for 
lichens, and pops out for low-growing plants. The story 
of how the pika avoids predators, survives the cold, 
and sings for a mate will enthrall young readers. Tannis 
Bill’s simple text makes the true story of the pika 
accessible to all. Jim Jacobson’s stunning photographs 
capture the pika in the act of living naturally.

is an educator, outdoorsman, and wildlife 
photographer. He lives in Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada.

JIM JACOBSON



ROB JACKSON  Weekend Mischief
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Why does the weekend seem to go so fast? It’s Saturday 
and the boy in this book has a lot to do. There are crimes to 
commit (stealing warm biscuits from the kitchen), chores to 
be done (mowing his bedroom garden), and torture to endure 
(getting a haircut from a wizard). But there’s fun to be had, 
too, such as growing icicles in the living room or roasting 
marshmallows with his pet unicorn. Rob Jackson, author of 
Animal Mischief, describes the weekend antics of a boy in this 
comical collection of poems featuring zany illustrations by 
Mark Beech.

is a writer and scientist 
at Duke University, who 
studies plants and animals 
all over the world. At 
home, he watches his 

three sons cause mischief along with the 
family’s goats, pheasants, chickens, and 
dog. He lives in Durham, North Carolina.
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Poems by Rob Jackson

illustrated by Mark Beech
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Poetry
32 pages

Full-color illustrations
7 x 10 inches

Ages 7–9
Preprinted hardcover with jacket

978-1-59078-494-5
$17.95

FEBRUARY

has illustrated a number 
of books for children. He 
lives in London, England.

MARK BEECH ALSO BY ROB JACKSON
Animal Mischief
Hardcover 
978-1-59078-254-2 • $15.95

“Fun, yet factual, these 18 
rhyming poems can be read 
for a chuckle or to find 
information.”  
—School Library Journal

DAVE CRAWLEY  Reading, Rhyming, and ’Rithmetic

21

is the author of the 
acclaimed Cat Poems 
and Dog Poems. His 
Emmy-winning stories 
in rhyme have been 

treasured for many years at KDKA-TV in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where he works 
as a feature reporter.

DAVE CRAWLEY 

READING, RHYMING,  
AND ’RITHMETIC
poems by Dave Crawley
illustrated by Liz Callen

Wordsong

Poetry
32 pages
Full-color illustrations
7 x 10 inches
Ages 7–9
Preprinted hardcover with jacket
978-1-59078-565-2
$17.95

MARCH

Another zany day at school. Judy is caught kissing Justin. 
Vanessa is eating paste. Mrs. Reilly, a teacher, turns into 
a ghoul from the dark side of the moon. And Ollie, the 
classroom mascot, who happens to be a seven-foot-long 
snake, is chasing Principal Poole. In other words, it’s a day at 
school as imagined by Dave Crawley, author of the popular 
Cat Poems and Dog Poems. With lively illustrations by Liz 
Callen, this comical collection examines everything from 
taking tests, coming up with ever more original excuses for 
not doing homework, and the shock of seeing a teacher on a 
Saturday, buying groceries like an actual human being.

zany illustrations have been 
seen in books, magazines, 
and advertisements for over 
thirty years. Her clients include 
Highlights for Children, Scholastic, 

Houghton Mifflin, Time-Life Books, and PBS. She 
lives in Washington.

LIZ CALLEN’s ALSO BY DAVE CRAWLEY
Dog Poems
Hardcover 
978-159078-454-9 
$16.95

“There’s lots of 
humor packed in 
the poems, and 
most dog owners 
will find something 
to remind them of 
their own pets.” 
—Booklist



23

Ricki Thompson  City of Cannibals
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It’s 1536, and Dell lives on an isolated hillside with her bitter 
auntie and drunken father. Father has warned Dell never to venture 
past her mother’s grave to the City of Cannibals. But unanswered 
questions plague Dell. Why did her parents leave the court of Henry 
VIII? Was her mother’s death really an accident? And what about the 
mysterious Brown Boy who leaves sacks of supplies for her family?

Dell risks traveling to the City of Cannibals. Once inside London, 
she is not eaten alive but is confronted with a different horror—the 
Oath of Allegiance. If she and the Brown Boy don’t sign, they could 
be executed. Dell has good reason not to sign. But who can defy King 
Henry VIII and live? 

A cloud of smoke filled the air in front of her and stung her eyes. 

Dripping fat sizzled, and through the greasy smoke, Dell could see 

something turning on a spit. It was a human leg—it was the leg of the 

woman who sat outside the gate. She looked closer. No. Not a human 

leg. A leg of mutton. Just mutton. 

	 Father was right. This city was Hell, and now she was a part of it. 

Her eyes blurred with tears, but whether they were caused by remorse 

or smoke, she couldn’t tell.

—From the Book

lives with her family in Minneapolis. 
She has an MFA in writing for 
children and young adults from 
Vermont College. This is her  
first novel.
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978-1-59078-623-9

$18.95

FEBRUARY BILL W.
A Different Kind of Hero
The Story of Alcoholics 

Anonymous
Tom White

Boyds Mills Press

Nonfiction/Biography
64 pages

Black-and-white photographs
7 x 10 inches

Ages 9–11
Paperback

978-1-59078-774-8
$14.95

DECEMBER

now in paperback

Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers 
—YALSA

”The discomforts of pregnancy and the anguish of being 
seventeen and on the verge of adult life are presented 
with humor and honesty, making Sahara leap off the 
page . . . a realistic and compelling read for any teen.” 
—Voice of Youth Advocates

Planet Pregnancy
Linda Oatman High

Front Street

Fiction
200 pages
4.75 x 8.25 inches
Ages 14–17
Paperback
978-1-59078-767-0
$11.95

December

“This hopeful biography . . . introduces the pain 
of alcoholism as well as the possibility of recovery 
through one man’s heroic story.” —Booklist

“This well-researched biography conveys Bill W’s 
energy and strength.”  
—School Library Journal

An inspiring account of an 
extraordinary life. There are heroes of 
politics, religion, war, and history. There 
are heroes of sport, science, and legend. 
Bill Wilson was an entirely different kind 
of hero. After years of unhappiness and 
hospitalizations for alcoholism, he hit 
bottom. Although not a religious man, 
he called out to God in desperation. In 
response, he experienced a tremendous 
inner vision. Instantly, he was a changed 
man. In 1935, he co-founded Alcoholics 
Anonymous and created the Twelve Steps 
and Twelve Traditions that would serve 
as the foundation of AA’s program for 
recovery from this widespread addiction. 

is an author of books for children, teens, and adults. Also 
a poet, she is the winner of a Lee Bennett Hopkins Poetry 
Honor Award. She lives in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.

LINDA OATMAN HIGH

TOM WHITE 
is a journalist who was born in New York State and grew 
up in Massachusetts. He is a graduate of Harvard and a 
World War II Navy veteran. He lives in Odessa, Texas.

For sixteen-year-old Sahara, “life and 
death and everything in between” 
depends on the color of a little stick. 
She waits three long minutes, praying to 
Jesus, Mary, and all the saints that the stick 
will turn blue, meaning she isn’t pregnant. 
Instead, the stick turns pink and Sahara’s 
life is changed in a heartbeat. Now she 
struggles with three choices: “keep, give 
away, or lose.”



STEPHEN R. SWINBURNE  Wiff and Dirty George
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Blimey! It’s the Zipper Extraction Button Removal Atom-smasher! 
Something bizarre is happening in London’s Paddington Station. A 
powerful gravitational force has taken control of passengers, causing 
zippers to unzip, buckles to unbuckle, and trousers to fall down, 
revealing more polka-dotted underwear than ever imagined. Among the 
victims are Wiff and Dirty George. When a man disguised as a rabbit 
jumps from the train, the boys give chase. Little do they know they 
are about to battle Basil King, a master criminal, who leads an army 
of rabbit-costumed thugs and mad scientists determined to take over 
Britain. Set in the Beatlemania 1960s, here is the outrageous adventure 
of Wiff and Dirty George, who must stop one of the most dastardly 
plots unleashed on England.

Wiff and Dirty George leaned back on their heels and tugged with 

everything they had, but the rabbit dragged them closer. When they’d 

reached arm’s length, the rabbit flashed a smile of daggerlike teeth.

	 “Looks like the rabbit’s outsmarted the foxes, eh, lads?”

	 “Mister, we only wanted to have a look at that … that silver disk,” 

said Wiff.

	 “Shut up, you cheeky tykes,” said the rabbit. “You’re lucky I’m in 

a good humor, ’cause if I ever see the likes of you two again … I’ll have 

your throats!”
							               —from the book

was born in London, England, where 
he spent his early childhood, and had 
a friend known as Dirty George. He is 
the author of many acclaimed books of 
nonfiction. This is his first novel. Steve 

lives in South Londonderry, Vermont.
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VICKI ORANSKY WITTENSTEIN  Planet Hunter
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has written articles for Highlights for Children, 
Odyssey, Faces, and The Best of the Children’s 
Market (2000). Her writing has been recognized 
by the Association of Educational Publishers 
and the Society of Children’s Book Writers & 

Illustrators. She lives in Brooklyn, New York.
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Vicki Oransky Wittenstein

Boyds Mills Press

Nonfiction
48 pages
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9 x 12 inches
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Preprinted hardcover with jacket
978-1-59078-592-8
$17.95

MARCH

He has discovered more planets than anyone in 
history. In this inspiring true story, Geoff Marcy’s 
love of space helped him overcome struggles in his 
studies until finally he became an astronomer. But 
he was not on track to make major discoveries. 
Eventually, he went back to the questions that 
thrilled him as a boy: Are we alone? Do Earth-like 
planets orbit the stars in the night sky? It would 
not be easy to find a planet outside our solar 
system. Others had tried and failed. But Marcy 
never gave up. Since 1995, he and his colleagues 
have discovered nearly half of the 380 known 
“extrasolar” planets. Stunning paintings transport 
the reader to the exotic worlds that he and others 
have found.
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SAVING MANATEES
Stephen R. Swinburne

photographs by the author

Boyds Mills Press

Nonfiction
32 pages

Full-color photographs
11 x 9 inches

Ages 9–11
Paperback

978-1-59078-785-4
$9.95

DECEMBER

now in paperback

“In this tribute to the American mustang, 
a sparse, flowing text melds with vivid 
color photos to capture the beauty 
of these creatures and the Black Hills 
Sanctuary where they live. The pictures of 
these magnificent animals make it easy 
for readers to understand why ‘cowboy-
conservationist’ Dayton Hyde wanted to 
save them . . . Readers who love these 
animals will enjoy reading about this 
wildlife sanctuary and will appreciate 
learning how one person can make a 
difference.” —School Library Journal

WILD HORSES
Black Hills Sanctuary
Cris Peterson
photographs by Alvis Upitis

Boyds Mills Press

Nonfiction
32 pages
Full-color photographs
9 x 11 inches
Ages 9–11
Paperback
978-1-59078-799-1
$11.95

DECEMBER

Readers follow the author 
into the underwater world 
of manatees as he assists 
marine biologists who monitor 
the health of manatees in 
Homosassa Springs, Florida, and 
snorkels in the Crystal River to 
observe manatees in the wild.

“Up-to-date and informative, this will 
be a welcome addition to the shelf of 
information on endangered species in 
any library.” —Kirkus Reviews

“Swinburne weaves a great deal of 
information into his personal narrative, 
and his enthusiastic descriptions of 
his experiences with the animals are 
contagious and will draw children right 
into the subjects, as will the many 
large color photos of manatees and 
researchers.” —Booklist

CRIS PETERSON 
was named National Dairy Woman of the Year to honor 
her writing and leadership in agriculture. She lives in 
Grantsburg, Wisconsin.

ALVIS UPITIS
is a commercial photographer who has collaborated on a 
number of books with Cris Peterson. He lives in Hawaii.

STEPHEN R. SWINBURNE 
is the author of many books for young readers, 
many of them about wildlife and nature. A  
former National Park Ranger, he lives in South 
Londonderry, Vermont.

When Nadia is chosen to be a flower 
girl in Auntie Laila’s traditional Pakistani 
wedding, her hands are decorated with 
beautiful designs made with mehndi, and 
she comes to understand the rich culture 
she has inherited.

CCBC Choices 
—Cooperative Children’s Book Center

“A redeeming story that introduces this 
beautiful, elaborate traditional art that 
has recently gained much popularity in 
the United States.”  
—Multicultural Review

NADIA’S HANDS
Karen English
illustrated by  
Jonathan Weiner

Boyds Mills Press

Picture book
32 pages
Full-color illustrations
9.25 x 11 inches
Ages 5–7
Paperback
978-1-59078-784-7
$9.95

DECEMBER
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KAREN ENGLISH 
is the author of Just Right Stew, among many other 
books for children. She lives in Los Angeles, California.

JONATHAN WEINER 
is an artist whose work has been exhibited in galleries 
across the United States. A graduate of the Rhode 
Island School of Design, he lives in New York City.

Bats are among the world’s most 
misunderstood animals. This book gives 
readers an inside look at the earth’s only 
flying mammals. Readers discover how 
bats can pluck insects from the air, fish 
from the water, and help giant trees and 
other tropical plants to reproduce, among 
other fascinating facts. Featuring stunning 
illustrations, this is a great introduction to 
an extraordinary mammal.

H“With its appealing illustrations in 
an eye-catching arrangement and 
clearly written text, Pringle’s Bats! 
is equal to the best introductions 
on the subject for this age level.” 
—School Library Journal

BATS! STRANGE AND 
WONDERFUL

Laurence Pringle
illustrated by  

Meryl Henderson 

Boyds Mills Press

Nonfiction
32 pages

Full-color illustrations
10 x 9 inches

Ages 7–9
Paperback

978-1-59078-781-6
$9.95

DECEMBER

now in paperback

LAURENCE PRINGLE 
is the recipient of three major awards for his 
body of work—the Eva L. Gordon Award for 
Children’s Science Literature, the Washington 
Post–Children’s Book Guild Nonfiction Award, 
and a Lifetime Achievement Prize from the 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Science. He lives in West Nyack, New York.

MERYL HENDERSON 
has illustrated most of the books in the 
Strange and Wonderful series. She lives in 
upstate New York.



Jacqueline Houtman 
The Reinvention of Edison Thomas
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Science geek Eddy Thomas can invent useful devices to do 
anything, except solve his bully problem. Eddy Thomas can 
read a college physics book, but he can’t read the emotions on the 
faces of his classmates at Drayton Middle School. He can spend 
hours tinkering with an invention, but he can’t stand more than 
a few minutes in a noisy crowd, like the crowd at the science fair, 
which Eddy fails to win. When the local school crossing guard is 
laid off, Eddy is haunted by thoughts of the potentially disastrous 
consequences and invents a traffic-calming device, using parts he has 
scavenged from discarded machines. Eddy also discovers new friends, 
who appreciate his abilities and respect his unique view of the world. 
By trusting his real friends, Eddy uses his talents to help others and 
rethinks his purely mechanical definition of success.

Eddy put two fingers up to the side of his throat and felt the pulsing 

of his carotid artery, the blood vessel that delivers blood to the brain. 

Tiffany’s strategy wasn’t working; his heart was still beating too fast. 

His body would have to be under control for him to go back into that 

gym full of people.

	 He had wrapped copper wire from an old washing machine motor 

around an iron pipe. It seemed so simple, but when he ran an electric 

current through it, the opposing magnetic fields sent a copper ring 

flying nearly up to the rafters of the gym. That must have impressed 

the judges. Eddy would win first place for sure.

—From the Book

holds a Ph.D. in Medical Microbiology  
and Immunology from the University of  
Wisconsin–Madison. She writes about a  
variety of biomedical topics, including 
asthma, cancer, multiple sclerosis, and  

AIDS. She lives in Madison, Wisconsin. This is her first novel.
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Front Street
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Hardcover with jacket
978-1-59078-708-3

$17.95
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SARAH MARWIL LAMSTEIN  Big Night for Salamanders
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has written or co-written five books for 
young readers. Her picture book Letter 
on the Wind received the Sydney Taylor 
Honor Book Award. Others were listed by 
the Cooperative Children’s Book Council 

and Booklist’s Top Ten Religion Books for Youth. She lives in 
Newton, Massachusetts.

SARAH MARWIL LAMSTEIN

BIG NIGHT FOR SALAMANDERS
Sarah Marwil Lamstein
illustrated by Carol Benioff

Boyds Mills Press

Picture book
40 pages
Full-color illustrations
12 x 8 inches
Ages 8–12
Preprinted hardcover with jacket
978-1-932425-98-7
$17.95

MARCH

A boy takes charge to help 
his beloved salamanders. Evan 
can hardly wait for Big Night. 
During the first warm night rain 
of spring—Big Night—spotted 
salamanders by the hundreds crawl 
out of the woods and down to 
a natural pool across the road. 
There they will breed and lay 
their eggs. How can Evan and his 
parents help these delicate creatures 
cross the road in safety? Evan has 
the solution. . . . Sarah Marwil 
Lamstein delivers a moving story 
of genuine caring. Carol Benioff’s 
colorful and animated illustrations 
transport the reader into Evan’s 
world, where a child can do small 
yet wonderful things to help other 
creatures.

has created 
illustrations for 
numerous book 
jackets and 
magazines. She 

also illustrated The Christmas 
Thingamajig and Preacher’s Night 
Before Christmas. She lives in 
Berkeley, California.

CAROL BENIOFFALSO BY SARAH MARWIL LAMSTEIN
Letter on the Wind

illustrated by  
Neil Waldman
Hardcover 
978-1-932425-74-1 
$16.95

—Sydney Taylor 
Honor Book Award

—CCBC Best Books 
of the Year



LARRY DANE BRIMNER  Birmingham Sunday
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Racial bombings were so frequent in 
Birmingham that it became known as 
“Bombingham.” Until September 15, 
1963, these attacks had been threatening 
but not deadly. On that Sunday morning, 
however, a blast in the 16th Street Baptist 
Church ripped through the exterior 
wall and claimed the lives of four girls. 
The church was the ideal target for 
segregationists, as it was the rallying 
place for Birmingham’s African American 
community, Martin Luther King, Jr., using 
it as his “headquarters” when he was in 
town to further the cause of desegregation 
and equal rights. Rather than triggering 
paralyzing fear, the bombing was the 
definitive act that guaranteed passage of 
the landmark 1964 civil rights legislation. 
Birmingham Sunday centers on this fateful 
day and places it in historical context.

is an award-winning author of more than 150 
titles for young readers, both nonfiction and 
fiction. His books include Merry Christmas, Old 
Armadillo; Subway: The Story of Tunnels, Tubes, 
and Tracks; A Migrant Family; The Littlest Wolf; 

and Angel Island.
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ALSO BY LARRY DANE BRIMNER
We Are One
The Story of Bayard Rustin
Hardcover • 978-1-59078-498-3 • $18.95

Jane Addams Children’s Book Award 
(Older Readers)

Norman A. Sugarman Children’s 
Biography Award

New York Public Library Books for the 
Teen Age. 

“Peterson’s theme is as clear as the Wisconsin sky in Upitis’s photographs: though farming techniques 
and machinery, household appliances and fashions have changed radically in a century, the Petersons 
still catch fish in the same lake, all hands still pitch in to help birth a calf and, after the annual planting 
in the same plot of land, the corn ‘still reaches for the sun and whispers in the wind.’ Perhaps most 
valuable is the silent underscoring of the immeasurable rewards of strong family bonds and the fruits 
of hard work: a message worth carrying into the next century.”―—Publishers Weekly

CENTURY FARM
One Hundred Years on a Family Farm
Cris Peterson 
photographs by Alvis Upitis

Boyds Mills Press

Nonfiction
32 pages
Full-color and black-and-white   
  photographs
9 x 10.5 inches
Ages 7–9
Paperback
978-1-59078-773-1
$12.95

DECEMBER
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“An exceptional offering from the writer/illustrator team who produced Extra Cheese, Please!” 
—School Library Journal

“In a month-by-month spread of vivid color photos and brief text, the author introduces the 
bounty of crops produced across the U.S. Each month is treated in two large pages that include 
a map highlighting the producing states, children enjoying one of the products, a picturesque 
crop in the field, and a piece of unusual machinery. . . . This engaging book will interest city and 
country dwellers of all ages, as it provides a pictorial glimpse of the industry behind common 
grocery store items.” —Booklist

HARVEST YEAR
Cris Peterson

photographs by Alvis Upitis

Boyds Mills Press

Nonfiction
32 pages

Full-color photographs
10 x 11 inches

Ages 5–7
Paperback

978-1-59078-783-0
$10.95

DECEMBER

now in paperback

CRIS PETERSON 
was named National Dairy Woman of the 
Year to honor her writing and leadership 
in agriculture. She lives in Grantsburg, 
Wisconsin.

ALVIS UPITIS 
is a commercial photographer who has 
collaborated on a number of books with 
Cris Peterson. He lives in Hawaii.

CRIS PETERSON 
was named National Dairy Woman of the 
Year to honor her writing and leadership 
in agriculture. She lives in Grantsburg, 
Wisconsin.

ALVIS UPITIS 
is a commercial photographer who has 
collaborated on a number of books with 
Cris Peterson. He lives in Hawaii.



MARY MORTON COWAN  Captain Mac
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From 1908 until 1954, Donald Baxter MacMillan spent 
nearly 50 years exploring the Arctic—longer than 
anyone else. Growing up near the ocean, and orphaned 
by 12, MacMillan forged an adventurous life. Mary 
Morton Cowan focuses on the vital role MacMillan played 
in Robert Peary’s 1908–09 North Pole Expedition, as well 
as his relationships with explorers Peary, Matthew Henson, 
and Richard Byrd. She follows his long and distinguished 
career, including daring adventures, contributions to 
environmental science and to the cultural understanding 
of eastern Arctic natives. Working closely with the Peary-
MacMillan Arctic Museum at Bowdoin College, Cowan 
showcases many MacMillan documents and archival 
photographs, many MacMillan’s own.

is the author of Timberrr … A History of 
Logging in New England, winner of Maine 
Library Association’s Lupine Honor Award, 
and Ice Country, an historical novel based on 
Donald MacMillan’s Arctic adventures. She lives 

near Sebago Lake in Maine.
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AMY S. HANSEN  Bugs and Bugsicles
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has written twelve books for children, most 
of them about the science of everyday life. 
In addition, she has written for several 
children’s magazines, including Highlights for 
Children, Cricket, Ask, and Click. Her electronic 

encyclopedia, Earth Explorer, received a Parents’ Choice Award 
from the Parents’ Choice Foundation. She lives in Greenbelt, 
Maryland.
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Paperback
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The secret world of insects revealed. Every fall, 
insects disappear. And every spring, they return. Where 
do they go? The dragonfly dies, leaving its young safe in 
the muddy bottom of a stream. The monarch butterfly 
sails the air to dry mountains in Mexico. And the Arctic 
woolly bear caterpillar becomes a “bugsicle”—it freezes 
solid, then thaws out to live another day. The honeybee, 
praying mantis, field cricket, ladybug, and pavement 
ant also use awe-inspiring tricks to outwit the killing 
frosts of winter. The author and illustrator re-create the 
insects’ movements and reveal their secrets. Experiments 
reinforce key concepts.

is an artist and illustrator whose depictions of 
wildlife have been published and recognized 
nationally. His illustrations have been published 
by the National Wildlife Federation and in 
Outdoor Life, Sports Afield, Reader’s Digest, 

Highlights for Children, and others. He lives in Mountaintop, 
Pennsylvania.

ROBERT C. KRAY



NANCY BO FLOOD  Warriors in the Crossfire
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Where could they hide? The Japanese would shoot anyone in the 
caves. The Americans would eat the children. Who could they trust? 
Joseph didn’t know. There was no one left to ask. The explosions kept 
coming closer. . . .

In the final months of World War II, the tiny South Pacific island 
of Saipan provided a vital buffer between Japan and the advancing 
American forces. Japan vowed to defend these islands to the last 
man. One of the bloodiest battles in the Pacific war ensued on 
Saipan—more than 30,000 Japanese and Americans lost their lives. 
These numbers do not include the island natives who were killed—the 
Chamorro, Rafalawasch, and Rapaganor—all caught in the crossfire. 

Based on historical events, we witness the story unfold through the 
eyes of Joseph and his half-Japanese cousin, Kento. These clear-voiced 
characters move convincingly through war and mounting pressure 
to take responsibility for the survival of their families during the 
invasion. Forced to experience the unimaginable horrors of Suicide 
Cliff, they discover, within themselves, what it means to become 
warriors. Readers will experience the rich texture and culture of the 
island as they read about one boy’s journey through this little-known 
chapter of history.

Kento squeezed my arm and pointed to four distant silhouettes. He 

used the silent hand signals we had practiced, and mimicked my 

every move, crouching low beneath branches of coconut palms, then 

scooting his legs into the tangled bush and vines. We lay motionless in 

the hot sand. … 

        “Stay face down! Don’t move,” I whispered.  

        “But the rats, Joseph.”  

        “Rats bite, Kento, bullets kill. Stay down.” 

—FROM THE BOOK

is a counselor, teacher, and parent. She has 
conducted workshops on child abuse, learning 
disabilities, play therapy, and creative writing. 
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